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CALL  FOR  PAPERS  FOR  EDITED  VOLUME  ON  THE  ‘FUKUSHIMA  EFFECT’  
 
Working Title:  The Fukushima Effect: Nuclear Histories, Representations and Debates  
 
Editors: Richard Hindmarsh and Rebecca Priestley 

Routledge is very interested to publish this proposed follow-up book following the ongoing success of Richard 
Hindmarsh’s  first  book  on  Fukushima: Nuclear Disaster at Fukushima Daiichi: Social, Political and Environmental 
Issues (2103 April with Routledge Studies in Science, Technology and Society, NY: see 
http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415527835/). 
 
Aim: to produce a high-quality edited book on the effect of the Fukushima disaster three years out from the 
disaster as another relatively early  benchmark  on  this  ‘effect’  and  to  determine the extent and scope of it, politically 
and culturally, on either: 

Area 1: national histories, debates and policy responses on nuclear power development (in both well 
established  ‘nuclear  nations’  and  emergent  ones (apart from China, S. Korea, Taiwan and New Zealand, 
for which we already have authors). 
 

OR  
 

Area 2: long standing international and national debates in political and cultural context, such as the 
safety of nuclear energy, radiation risk, nuclear waste management, effect of radiation leaks on marine 
ecosystems, development of nuclear energy vis-à-vis other energy options, the moral debate, anti-
nuclear protest movements, nuclear power representations, and so on. 

 
We aim to have a balance between Area’s  1  and  2, or as much as possible: we think Area 1 may dominate like a 
prior book Hindmarsh (and Prainsack) published (Genetic Suspects: Global Governance of Forensic DNA Profiling 
and Databasing 2010 CUP: UK), which is fine. 

The analysis would also be informed — but of course not limited by any means — by the implications of Fukushima 
that came out of the Nuclear Disaster at Fukushima Daiichi: Social, Political and Environmental Issues in the 
themes: nuclear power safety, power plant siting, civic radiation monitoring, the future of nuclear power, and 
emergency responses. We are looking for some sort of connection to this earlier work, even it is in passing. Chs 1 
and 12 of the book that outline the issues and implications are available in PDF form for interested contributors to 
shape abstracts. Please request them if you would like copy; we will also disseminate them to those selected for 
the book. 

More succinctly, the broad scope of critical reflection for the Fukushima Effect would be in contexts of STS 
themes that connect variously to: 

 Environment, climate change adaptation, sustainability transitions 
 Energy futures and options 
 Radiation risk (from plants and waste dumps) 
 Risk society, public trust 
 Regulation and good governance 
 Administration, public policy, citizenship and public engagement  
 History of science and technology 
 Disaster studies 
 Protest movements 
 Nuclear power representations. 

 
STS themes include the social shaping of technology in contexts of power and decision-making; science 
and technology (and environmental) governance; technology and democracy; the nature and practices of 
S&T; the impacts and control of S&T – with particular focus on risk to peace, security, community, 
democracy, environmental sustainability, and human values. 
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Editor’s  note:  At this stage we can see the scope on papers is quite flexible (concordant with the above themes 
and mixes of them), which allows for interpretive and critical depth and diversity. Coherency of will emerge around 
the subject itself: the Fukushima disaster.  

Abstract submission deadline: 6 December 2013   [send to: r.hindmarsh@griffith.edu.au] 
 
Acceptance guidelines  
 

The quality of  abstracts  for  acceptance  will  depend  on  adequacy  and  coherency  of  explanation  of  the  paper’s  
aim, direction and argument (without too much theoretical denseness); subject matter; and adherence to the Areas, 
topics and themes above)  
 

one page (@ 1.5 lines) (and no less than half a page) is required with working title, affiliation and 
contact of the corresponding author. Please do not insert or cite references. 

After selection we will finalise our book proposal for submission to Routledge and plan to kick off with three dates of 
editing during 2014 and 2015 to submit in the first 3 months of 2015 for a publication date (typically 6 mths later) in 
late 2015.  
 
[Note on the Editors:] 

Dr Richard Hindmarsh is Associate Professor, Environmental Politics and Policy and STS at Griffith School of 
Environment and the Centre for Governance and Public Policy, Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia. He has 
published 7 books (6 as edited volumes: all with reputable publishers including Cambridge University Press), 4 
special journal issues as first editor, as well as over 75 refereed publications]. He also co-founded the Asia-Pacific 
Science, Technology and Society Network in late 2008: http://apstsn.org/ 

Dr Rebecca Priestley is Senior Lecturer in History and the Philosophy of Science, School of Chemical and 
Physical Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand. A key focus is on nuclear and radiation 
histories. Among her publications, she has edited two books and a special journal issue, and has a monograph 
called Mad on Radium: New Zealand in the Atomic Age (2012 Auckland University Press: NZ). 
Best! Richard Hindmarsh  

 

http://apstsn.org/

